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The Future of International Order(s)

Tang Shiping

Abstract: It is misleading to label the existing international order as “liberal”.
The much-touted liberal international order is only liberal in the economic, but not
political, sense. On the future of the international order(s), this paper advances three
principal arguments. First, the more rule-based international order will persist, but it
will be increasingly less West-centric. Second, shaping the international order will
become more bottom-up and contested, rather than mostly top-down and imposed
as it used to be. Third, regional orders will become more critical now that the
momentum toward an Americanized global order has stalled and may never regain
its lost momentum. In this sense, the future international order(s) will become more
regionalized and fragmented. Finally, this paper addresses the future of the West and
the modernization process beyond the West, and concludes with some thoughts on
the international order(s) after Trump.

Key Words: International Order; Global Governance; Illiberalism; Regionalization;
Bottom-up Governance
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