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Time in Social Sciences: Temporal Sequencing and Timing

Hao Shinan & Tang Shiping

( School of International Relations and Public Affairs Fudan University Shanghai)

Abstract: After the quantitative approach achieved prominence in the social sciences time seems to have large—
ly disappeared from them. Most social science studies today are timeless. Critically building upon Pierson’s Pol-
itics in Time we seek to provide a more fine — grained understanding of the critical role of time — most promi-
nently temporal sequencing and timing — in shaping social outcomes. We illustrate our arguments by developing
”

several new time — centered hypotheses regarding the classical question of “the rise of early modern Europe.
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