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Time Space and Case Selection in Social Sciences

Ye Chengcheng' Huang Zhengian® & Tang Shiping®
(1. School of Political Science & International Relations Tongji University Shanghai;
2. School of International Relations & Public Affairs Fudan University Shanghai)

Abstract:Time and space receive little attention in methodological literature on case selection. Based on time and space this pa—
per provides an analytical framework for choosing cases in social sciences. The framework not only makes case study more homo—
geneous and comparable but also avoids ambiguity of concepts and mechanisms in different contexts. Case selection guided by
space and time has several advantages: first it makes sample selections easier; second it makes dynamic comparison possible;
last it increases the internal and external validity of theories. We utilize two comparative political studies to present these advan—
tages. In conclusion we suggest several practical rules in selecting cases based on time and space in social sciences.
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