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Configuration of Power Support from the King and
the Resilience of Military Regimes in Thailand

Cao Hang & Tang Shiping
(School of International Relations & Public Affairs Fudan University Shanghai)

Abstract : Researchers have accumulated a great deal of knowledge about the regime resilience (duration and stability) in develo—
ping countries but the differentiated resilience of military regimes has not been taken seriously. In this article we explain why
there are substantial variations in resilience among different military regimes. By comparing five military regimes in Thailand from
1947 to 1992 the article argues that only the military regime based on military oligarchy and strongly supported by the King can
enjoy a high degree of resilience (long duration and high stability) ; a military regime based on military oligarchy but lacking
strong support from the King has only a moderate level of resilience (long duration but low stability) ; the military regime estab—
lished on civil — military polyarchy regardless of whether it gains strong support from the King or not is difficult to stay in power
for a long time so it can only show a low level of resilience. This article will help scholars carry out specific and meticulous stud—
ies on the military regimes in developing countries.

Key words:Military Regime; Regime Resilience; Military Oligarchy; Civil — Military Polyarchy; King
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