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facets of imperial China’s patrimonial bureaucracy and deliberately amplifies its patrimonial facets. As a result,
Chinese law in Weber’ s writings is in essence an irrational type of “khadi justice”. Although Weber’s concepts

and insights are limited, if refined and revised, they can still benefit future scholars of traditional Chinese law.
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Abstract: This study, which is based on the medical components in ancient Chinese literature on “the twenty-
four cases of filial piety”, explores the medical behavior patterns of Chinese patients, families and doctors in tra-
ditional society. Analysis suggests that modern medicinal conception may not apply to traditional Chinese medi-
cal behaviors. A variety of behaviors viewed as “problematic” in the modern conceptual framework may have
been recognized as legitimate and proper in Chinese society and culture. Modern doctor- patient relationship
based on individualism does not exist in pre-modern Chinese society in which individual patient is normally not
held responsible for herself. The dependent intimacy developed from pain and sickness reveals a strong tenden-

cy of somatization, in which integration of patient and family is formed.
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Abstract: In this paper, the author employs a completely new analytic framework to explore “the first wave of
modernization” in which the four West European countries best poised for modernization, namely England,
France, Holland and Spain, go through their modernization process from the time of Great Geographical Dis-
covery to the end of 17th century. That West Europe has different developmental paths for modern state is the
point of departure for the whole project of modernization study. Our analysis endorses the point that the under-
lying core mechanism is the reshuffle of domestic wealth in those European countries brought about by the exter-
nal impact of Atlantic trade and consequently the growth and decline of the relative strengths of various classes
which finally lead to institutional change. However, no scholarly attempt has been made to associate this core
mechanism of institutional change with the initial factors. Our new analysis will try to integrate the initial factors

with the core mechanism and auxiliary mechanism. The initial factors include the degree of autocracy, geograph-
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ic location, the size of the state, the state policy of foreign trade, religious rivalry, etc. These initial elements
come into interplay with the core and auxiliary mechanisms to decide the rise and fall of the state. The paper con-
cludes by stressing that China in the same period bears no comparison with the modernizing states in the first

wave.
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with high-speed economic growth, have put our country in the face of “the predicament of legitimacy”. So far,
empirical studies of political credibility in China have been conducted on the individual level. This paper, based
on the database of CGSS 2010 and related data of local fiscal revenue and expenditure, attempts to study on mul-
tiple levels the factors influencing public political trust in China. Our findings show that, on the individual lev-
el, urban residents, the high-income group, those with high interpersonal trustworthiness, and those who have
better access to the Internet tend to have lower trust for political organs, and the negative function of weaker val-
ues for freedom and democracy coexists with the positive effect of traditional social values. On the provincial lev-
el, we find that redistributional expenditure increases public political trust, whereas developmental expenditure
weakens it. All these findings indicate that economic development itself cannot provide the source of political le-
gitimacy for the existing power, rather it is more likely causing the “predicament of legitimacy”. The state is ad-
vised to provide more redistributional common goods and high-quality “political common goods” in order to in-

crease its public political credibility.
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Abstract: In contemporary China, the amount of public appeal to higher authority and the cost of dealing with it
remain high, touching the nerve of the state and society and undermining smooth social operation and develop-
ment. The current predicament of public appeal and petition is the result of its changing political role. After
1978, the state has gradually curtailed the political mobilization function of public appeal and, for the sake of en-
forcing social stability, has actually turned it from the means of social governance to the object of governance.
Hence the dual practice of buying off on the one hand and high-handed suppression on the other. Against the
backdrop of social transformation and the increase of political flexibility, “depoliticization” has voided the politi-

cal function of public appeal and petition, and thus left room for the upsurge of populism which lends psycho-
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